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Saturday, Septem
ber 27, 10:00-11:30

N
ow

 is the tim
e to plant the ultim

ate low
-

m
aintenance perennials.  L

earn w
hen bulbs bloom

,
w

hich fertilizers are best, w
hich bulbs are deer and

rodent-proof, planting com
binations, how

 to plant
them

 and m
ore.  H

ear of a few
 fall bloom

ing bulbs
and som

e to grow
 indoors (m

ore in the 11/12 class).
Plant now

 for color A
pril - July.

W
hat are B

ulbs?
In parts of the w

orld w
here sum

m
ers

are hot and dry, or w
inters tem

porarily
m

ake grow
th im

possible, m
other nature

and evolution have produced a plant form
w

hich thrives. T
he term

 "bulb" has  a
distinct structural definition separate from
corm

s, tubers, rhizom
es and tuberous

roots but these all  share characteristics of
buds and a fleshy storage organ underground.  T

hey are all
loosely called "bulbs".   B

ulbs behave in som
e w

ays like
seeds.  E

ach is a storehouse of nutrients and m
oisture w

hich
can carry the plant through the harshest conditions in a
"sleeping" state until environm

ental conditions favor grow
th.

O
ur native bulbs include species of L

ily, B
rodea, A

llium
,

C
am

assia, C
alochortus and F

ritillaria am
ong others.

B
ulb planting

B
ulbs w

ill look great just about anyw
here you plant

them
, around a tree or m

ailbox, in a rock garden or even in
an inform

al law
n.  L

ook at the pictures on the bins  for
planting ideas w

hen you're m
aking  your bulb selections.

G
enerally speaking, m

ost bulbs w
ill thrive in loose,

organic soil.  G
ood drainage is the one M

U
ST

.  K
ellogg's

A
m

end is a perfect com
post for im

proving native soil and
plenty should be m

ixed in.  A
dd a fertilizer high in Phospho-

rous (the second num
ber on a fertilizer label).  Phosphorous

builds strong roots and prom
otes large flow

ers.  B
one m

eal,
for exam

ple,(~0-12-0) is an excellent natural slow
 release

fertilizer for bulbs. D
r. E

arth B
ulb F

ood
 is better.

T
he only outstanding design suggestion for bulb planting

outdoors is to plant en m
asse.  B

ulbs look arresting w
hen

planted in large plots.  It is m
uch easier to dig one large hole

6 inches deep , add com
post and fertilizer, and space out

your bulbs therein than to plant each bulb individually.
A

s a general rule space bulbs tw
ice as far apart as they are

w
ide.  Plant m

ost bulbs so the tip of the bulb is as deep as
the bulb is tall (or w

ide, w
hichever is greater...except lilies

w
hich go tw

ice as deep). C
onsider bloom

ing tim
e (M

arch
- A

ugust),  height (1 inch - 4 feet),   bloom
 size (1-10 inches)

and color (every color of the rainbow
 to m

atch w
ith your

other flow
ering shrubs and perennials).  Plant sm

aller bulbs
in a shallow

 layer above deeper larger bulbs in the sam
e bed

to achieve a greater effect w
ith less w

ork.
W

inter cover, a loose m
ulch, is helpful to bulbs in areas

w
here the w

inter cover of snow
 is not reliable or constant

through the w
inter.  T

his is not to prevent frost or
freezing, but to reduce alternate freezing and thaw

ing
that can ruin m

any plants.
B

ulbs in a law
n give your garden an early playful

appearance of a w
ild m

eadow
.  T

hey bloom
 and

fade long before you'll ever need to m
ow

.  C
ro-

cus, Scilla and C
hionodoxa are all excellent

candidates for law
n bulbs.  Plant in w

ide drifts of
like colors and in tim

e they w
ill spread.

W
oodland plantings use bulbs w

hich "natu-
ralize" (adapt and spread) in open shade.  B

ulbs
add a cheerful display before m

any w
oodland

perennials w
ill be in bloom

.  "W
oodland" N

ar-
cissus, Ice F

ollies d
affod

il, A
n

em
on

e,
C

hionodoxa, C
rocus and Scilla planted along

w
ith O

strich and L
ady fern, C

oral bells,
B

leeding heart, F
orget-m

e-nots, Sw
eet w

oodruff
and H

osta m
ake a beautiful w

oodland planting.
Planting in pots and barrels outdoors can be tricky  (also

see Forcing, below
).  T

he larger the container the better
your chances for success. M

ake sure you provide for am
ple

drainage.  In a large w
ine barrel plant bulbs as you w

ould in
the garden and keep the barrel out of the sun for the w

inter
to avoid thaw

ing / freezing cycles that w
ill destroy the

bulbs.  In sm
aller w

ooden pots it seem
s to w

ork w
ell to bury

the entire container under a foot or m
ore of pine needles in

a shady spot.  C
lay pots usually disintegrate in our w

inters.
R

em
em

ber that after the flow
ers fade, the bulb is devel-

oping buds and storing up nutrients for next year's flow
ers.

It is therefore m
ost im

portant to feed,
w

ater and encourage the bulbs to
retain their green leaves for as long
as possible.  R

em
em

ber this w
hen

cutting flow
ers to bring indoors.

T
aking a few

 flow
ers from

 a
bunch of daffodils is of little
consequence since there are m

any
leaves, but tulips w

ith
the leaves and flow

ers on the sam
e stem

 m
ay not return if

the leaves are cut dow
n.

It is good  to cut dead flow
ers from

 as high on the stem
 as

possible to retain the green and keep the plants from
 m

aking
seed that robs the bulb portion of the plant of nutrients.

W
hen bulbs have increased in a location beyond their

m
eans (this is evident w

hen there is m
ore and m

ore foliage
w

ith few
er flow

ers) it is tim
e to divide.  L

ate spring, as the
foliage is just beginning to fade,  is a good tim

e to dig up the
bulbs, pull them

 apart and replant them
 into new

 locations
w

ith the foliage intact. T
his m

ay be done in fall as w
ell.

Fertilization each fall by scratching bulb food or bone
m

eal into the soil greatly increases bulb perform
ance.

T
ypes of bulbs

N
arcissus species are perfect flow

ering perennial bulbs
that m

ay be  fragrant, w
ill bloom

 every year w
ithout

irrigation, are never eaten by rodents or deer and m
ake

great cut flow
ers.   N

arcissus is the L
atin nam

e for a
G

enus of plants w
hich includes such w

ell know
n favor-

ites as daffodils and paperw
hites.  N

arcissus are avail-
able in all shades of yellow

, w
hite, oranges and in recent

years reds and pinks. K
ing A

lfred
, the best know

n yellow
trum

pet daffodil w
as introduced in 1899.

T
ulip species range from

 beautiful w
ild rock-garden

varieties to branching, m
ulti-flow

ered garden varieties,
fragrant varieties, and huge, giant flow

ering varieties.  T
ulips

are available in every color and no other bulb rivals their
m

ass effect.  T
ulips are, how

ever, eaten on occasion by
voles, gophers, and squirrels.  Prevent this problem

 w
ith a

sim
ple barrier of hardw

are cloth (w
ire m

esh w
ith ~1/2 inch

holes) placed over and under the bulbs w
hen they are

planted. B
ird netting has also been uses w

ith fair results.
Planting w

ith garlic and spraying the bulbs w
ith a repellents

like R
opel or L

iquid F
ence has also offered som

e protec-
tion.
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T
here are m

any other types of bulbs w
hich w

ill thrive and
naturalize in our m

ountain environm
ent.  Som

e of the bulbs
are large like the G

iant A
llium

s (the Q
ueen of B

ulbs) som
e

w
ith flow

er heads up to 12" across or sm
all like the

spreading bunch-flow
ering crocus w

hich are the best for
naturalizing.

W
hen should bulbs be planted?

In T
ruckee the planting tim

e depends
upon your location.  In general, high
altitude areas should plant in late Sep-
tem

ber  and high desert areas plant in
late O

ctober or early N
ovem

ber, de-
pending  on the w

eather. It is fine to plant
until the soil is too frozen to w

ork. ("I've had
good results planting D

affodils in January and
once in M

arch!" e.)
F

orcing hardy bulbs to bloom
 indoors

M
any of the hardy outdoor bulb varieties can

be "forced" to bloom
 indoors. H

yacinths are
probably the m

ost w
idely forced bulb because of

their sw
eet fragrance, com

pact size and ease.
O

ften special bulb forcing glasses or ceram
ic

pots are used to enhance the effect. W
e offer H

yacinths in
the largest, "forcing" size for better indoor bloom

s. T
hese

also are the best in the garden.  A
nem

one, C
rocus, G

rape
H

yacinth, Scilla, C
hionodoxa, D

affodils and T
ulips can

all be "forced".
Pot the bulbs into w

ell-draining potting soil w
ith the tips

just at the soil line.  W
ater them

 in and set the pot in a cold
(but not freezing: 35-45°F) location for 2-4 m

onths, de-
pending on the bulb.  T

he m
inim

um
 cold periods are:

- A
nem

one, M
uscari: 8-10 w

eeks
- C

hiondoxa, Scilla: 10-12 w
eeks

- H
iacinths, Sm

all D
affodils: 12-14 w

eeks
-T

ulips: 14-16 w
eeks

Y
ou can store the bulbs in paper bags in the refrigerator

for a few
 w

eeks before planting in D
ecem

ber. (this is a good
idea w

ith true bulbs as it allow
s the buds to further develop).

D
o not allow

 potted bulbs to dry out. C
heck them

 once a
w

eek.  A
fter the chilling period, bring bulbs gradually into

a w
ell lit room

. W
hen foliage begins to appear place in

position of direct m
orning sun for one to tw

o hours a day.
W

hen flow
ering begins put them

 w
here they can be enjoyed.

A
fter bloom

ing, let the foliage grow
 until it turns yellow

and then plant in the garden after w
inter.

Forcing in a vase or on rocks:  Place bulbs in m
outh of

vase or just into gravel.  A
dd w

ater to a level just below
 and

not touching the bulb.  Set the vase in a cool dark place (see
above for tim

es).  C
heck regularly and m

aintain the w
ater

level.  W
hen sprouts are as long as the bulb

m
ove the vase to a w

arm
er bright spot (<

65°F),
avoid direct sunlight.

A
utum

n C
rocus and C

olchicum
 are hardy

bulbs that bloom
 in the fall.  T

hey have leaves
in the spring, store up nutrients and m

ake buds
then go dorm

ant for the sum
m

er.  In the Fall
they send up only flow

ers and w
ill bloom

 w
hether

planted or sitting on the counter.  If planted
indoors it is nice to grow

 a little grass in the the pot
to com

plim
ent the beautiful pink flow

ers.
T

ender bulbs for indoor bloom
Som

e bulbs are native to w
arm

er clim
ates and w

ill
not survive outdoors through our w

inters but w
ill

bestow
 spectacular color in your hom

e during
the bleak w

inter m
onths. T

hese bulbs require no
cold treatm

ent.
P

aperw
hite N

arcissus are fragrant and easy
to grow

.  T
heir sw

eet fragrance can perfum
e an

entire house.  Y
ou can grow

  them
 on pebbles,

m
arbles or terra cotta gro-rocks in bow

ls or
vases or soil in pots. Y

ou can keep several dozen
in a cool place then bring them

 out and pot them
 up every

2 w
eeks for endless crops of bloom

s through the w
inter.

T
here are special paperw

hite vases w
ith w

ire supports for
the m

asses of loveley bloom
s.

T
ender bulbs in a vase or on rocks are grow

n w
ithout

chilling.  Set the vase out of direct sunlight at room
 tem

pera-
ture for 2-4 w

eeks.  C
heck regularly and m

aintain the w
ater

level (T
hat's It. T

hey'll bloom
). W

hen the bloom
s are spent,

give the bulbs to som
eone in a m

uch w
arm

er clim
ate.

A
m

aryllis  is T
H

E
  favorite indoor bulb.  T

here is nothing
that com

pares to these beauties w
ith their spectacular,

enorm
ous bloom

s during the bleakest days of w
inter. T

he
traditional large A

m
aryllis bulbs are up to 6 inches across,

easily grow
n, and w

ill give you 3-12, 6-8 inch show
y

bloom
s on 2-3, 2 foot stalks. It is som

etim
es necessary to

support the enorm
ous bloom

s w
ith a loop-stake.

T
he sm

aller bulbs of m
iniature A

m
aryllis give you m

ore
flow

ering stalks over a longer period of tim
e w

ith still quite
large, 5-6 inch flow

ers.  T
hey begin arriving in m

id N
ovem

-
ber.T

hese spectacular flow
ering bulbs are the easy to grow

and they require no chilling.  U
se a pot w

ith a diam
eter tw

ice
that of the bulb.  Put an inch of rock or gravel at the bottom

.
A

dd enough w
el-draining potting soil to fill half the pot.

Place the bulb on top and add enough soil
to cover tw

o thirds of the bulb.  K
eep

m
oist but not w

et and increase w
a-

tering w
hen the bulb sprout begins

to grow
.

A
fter bloom

ing, cut off only the spent flow
er

head and grow
 the bulb as you w

ould any house
plant in a bright south or w

est w
indow

.  Fertilize
frequently through early sum

m
er, then stop

feeding.  T
he bulb w

ill send-up flow
ers again

each fall or w
inter.

O
ther B

ulbs to try -
N

ative C
am

as L
ily is a spectacular bloom

er
that quickly spreads to form

 a large and long
bloom

ing clum
p.  Som

e of the A
llium

 are very
re

li-
able seeders and besides grow

ing larger bulbs and deviding,
m

ore bulbs w
ill form

 from
 the seeds, and w

ithin 3 years
m

any m
ore bloom

ing plants w
ill appear.  F

ritillaria (the
K

ing of B
ulbs) is a stinky thing that seem

s to repel squirrels.
T

he flow
ers are striking in yellow

 or orange.

T
he bigger the bulb the better: m

ore flow
ers per

stem
 and m

ore stem
s per bulb.  Y

ou'll get m
any

m
ore bloom

s for your m
oney.  T

he V
illager

nursery alw
ays selects the top quality and

the largest grades available for all of our
prem

ium
 bulbs.


